Ipilimumab activity in advanced uveal melanoma.
Uveal melanoma (UM) is a rare disease with a distinct molecular profile. About half of the patients with UM eventually develop metastatic disease. The prognosis of these patients remains poor. Treatment options are limited and none of them have been able to show a survival benefit. Ipilimumab was the first agent to show a survival benefit in patients with cutaneous melanoma in a randomized trial; however, there is limited published evidence for its role in the management of advanced UM. Here, we report our experience of ipilimumab in five patients with advanced UM treated at an academic cancer centre in the UK. Two patients had durable stable disease and three developed progressive disease. Of the patients with stable disease, one maintained disease control at 11 months from the commencement of treatment with ∼10% reduction in tumour volume compared with the baseline, and the second patient progressed after 15 months. We also examined the tumour kinetics and response patterns that resembled that of ipilimumab in cutaneous melanoma. Given the lack of randomized trial data, our findings indicate that ipilimumab might be a reasonable treatment option for patients with advanced UM.